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Acknowledgements 

This Office Action is responsive to the original application filed on 13 April 2006. 

All references to the capitalized versions of "Applicants" refer specifically to the 
Applicants of record. Any references to lower case versions of "applicant" or 
"applicants" refer to any or all patent "applicants". Unless expressly noted otherwise, 
references to "Examiner" refers to the Examiner of record while reference to or use of 
the lower case version of "examiner" or "examiners" refers to examiner(s) generally. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary sl^ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 



Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
2004/0064406 A1 (Yates et al.; hereafter "Yates"). 

Yates teaches a method for carrying out an electronic transaction, having the following 
steps: a data interchange is performed between a first network subscriber node and a 
second network subscriber node with a first terminal at the first network subscriber node 



Application/Control Number: 10/572,345 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3621 

via a first communication networl^ for stipulating transaction data for the transaction; an 
identification number for a second terminal at the first network subscriber node in a 
second communication network, different than the first, is input into the first terminal at 
the first network subscriber node by the first network subscriber node; the identification 
number and the transaction data are transmitted from the first network subscriber node 
to a third network subscriber node via a third communication network; the validity of the 
identification number is verified by the third network subscriber node, and an associated 
service provider node from a plurality of service provider nodes registered with the third 
network subscriber node is identified using the identification number; the verified 
identification number and the transaction data are transmitted from the third network 
subscriber node to the associated service provider node via a fourth communication 
network; a credit stipulated by the transmitted transaction data is reserved at the 
associated service provider node for the second network subscriber node by debiting an 
account at the first network subscriber node, which account is managed at the 
associated service provider node for the identification number, and the reserved credit 
is confirmed by the associated provider node to the third network subscriber node via 
the fourth communication network; a transaction number is generated and the 
transaction number is transmitted from the third network subscriber node to the second 
terminal at the first network subscriber node via the second communication network; 
the transmitted transaction number is input into the first terminal at the first network 
subscriber node and the input transaction number is transmitted to the third network 
subscriber node via the third communication network; the transmitted transaction 
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number is verified by tine tliird networl^ subscriber node by comparing it with the 
transaction number generated previously by the third networl< subscriber node; and 
the credit reserved by the associated service provider node is confirmed by the third 
network subscriber node to the second networl< subscriber node via the third 
communication networl<; a data interchange is performed between a first networl< 
subscriber node and a second networl< subscriber node with a first terminal at the first 
networl< subscriber node via a first communication networl< for stipulating transaction 
data for the transaction; an identification number for a second terminal at the first 
network subscriber node in a second communication network, different than the first, is 
input into the first terminal at the first network subscriber node by the first network 
subscriber node; the identification number and the transaction data are transmitted from 
the first network subscriber node to a third network subscriber node via a third 
communication network; the validity of the identification number is verified by the third 
network subscriber node, and an associated service provider node from a plurality of 
service provider nodes registered with the third network subscriber node is identified 
using the identification number; the verified identification number and the transaction 
data are transmitted from the third network subscriber node to the associated service 
provider node via a fourth communication network; a credit stipulated by the transmitted 
transaction data is reserved at the associated service provider node for the second 
network subscriber node by debiting an account at the first network subscriber node, 
which account is managed at the associated service provider node for the identification 
number, and the reserved credit is confirmed by the associated provider node to the 
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third networl^ subscriber node via the fourth communication network; a transaction 
number is generated and the transaction number is transmitted from the associated 
service provider node to the second terminal at the first networl< subscriber node via the 
second communication networl^; the transmitted transaction number is input into the first 
terminal at the first network subscriber node and the input transaction number is 
transmitted to the third network subscriber node via the third communication network; 
the transmitted transaction number is forwarded from the third network subscriber node 
to the associated service provider node via the fourth communication network; 
the transmitted transaction number is verified by the associated service provider node 
by comparing it with the transaction number generated previously by the associated 
service provider node; the verified transaction number is confirmed by the associated 
service provider node to the third network subscriber node via the fourth communication 
network; and the credit reserved by the associated service provider node is confirmed 
by the third network subscriber node to the second network subscriber node via the 
third communication network; conclusion of the transaction is confirmed by the second 
network subscriber node to the third network subscriber node via the third 
communication network; and conclusion of the transaction is confirmed by the third 
network subscriber node to the associated service provider node via the fourth 
communication network (see at least paragraphs 0005 - 0070). 



Conclusion 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

US 6782080 (Leivo) 

Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers and/or paragraph and/or 
page numbers in the prior arts of record as applied to the claims above in the body of 
this action for the convenience of the applicant. Although the specified citations are 
representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific limitations within 
the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It is respectfully 
requested from the applicant, in preparing the response, to fully consider the references 
in its entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the 
context of the passage as taught by the prior arts or disclosed by the examiner. 

Any Inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be 
directed to NANCY LOAN T. LE whose telephone number is (571) 272-7066. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 9am - 6:00pm Eastern 
Standard Time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, ANDREW J. FISCHER can be reached on (571) 272-6779. 

For official/regular communication, the fax number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 
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For informal/draft communication, the fax number is (571) 273-7066 
(Rightfax). 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

NANCY T. LE 
Examiner, Art Unit 3621 



/ANDREW J. FISCHER/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3621 



